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First Action on the Merits 

1. Claims 1-15 of U.S. Application 09/827,012 filed on 04/05/2001 are presented for 
examination. 

Drawings 

2. New corrected drawings are required in this application because informal drawing was 
submitted with the original application. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a 
competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no 
longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be 
held in abeyance. 

Quotations of U.S. Code Title 35 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such fiill, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described m (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the apphcant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
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subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

7. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 2, the phrase "implicit request" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether it means an "indirect request", "unquestionable request" or "unconditional 
request" since there was no description or example in the original specification to illustrate what 
types of requests are considered an "imphcit" request. 

Regarding claim 3, the phrase "explicit request" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether it means a "direct request" or "clearly stated request" since there was no 
description or example in the original specification to illustrate what types of requests ai'e 
considered an "explicit" request. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. Claims 1-3, 7, 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,931,913 ("Meriwether"). 



Application/Control Number: 09/827,0 1 2 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2121 

Regarding claims 1, 12 and 14 

Meriwether teaches operating a client to establish a network connection with a server, 
comprising: 

- negotiating environment parameters for estabhshing a connection-oriented connection 
with said server (col. 7 lines 40-44, "a communication channel is established ... to 
estabhshed a session"); 

- said parameters including a request for said server to provide a confirmation record (col. 
3 lines 46-49, "EstabUshment of the communications . . . the communications channel"); 
and responsive to said request, receiving said confirmation record (col. 7 Hues 47-52, 
"The request may be communicated ... to the client 214"). 

Regarding claim 2 

Meriwether teaches request being an implicit request (col. 3 Hnes 52-54, "may involve 
communicating data ... the terminal and the host"). 
Regarding claim 3 

Meriwether teaches request being an explicit request (col 3 lines 49-52, "The indication of 
readiness . . , between the client and the server"). 
Regarding claim 7 

Meriwether teaches client being a Telnet client, and said negotiating step including negotiating 
new environment and temiinal type parameters (col. 4 lines 3-31, "a session may be . . . the 
second number of transfers"). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. Claims 4-6, 8-11, 13 and 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Meriwether in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,128,662 ("Bolton")- 
Regarding claim 4 

Meriwether teaches operating a client to establish a network connection with a server providing a 
confirmation record but does not teach a device name assigned by the server to the client 
connection. However, Bolton teaches a virtual name is generated by the server to the chent 
during negotiation (col 7 lines 50-56, "we generate the model string . . . the device type as the 
key") for the purpose of eliminating the need of the server to maintain a table of different 
devices. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate the virtual device name of Bolton with the system of Meriwether 
because it would provide for the purpose of eliminating the need of a server to maintain a table 
of different devices. 
Regarding claim 5 

Meriwether teaches operating a client to establish a network connection with a server but do not 
teach confirmation record including a response code indicative of the cause of a failed 
connection. "Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and advantages of providing a log for 
the cause of a failed connection is well known and expected in the art. U.S. Patent No. 6,052,728 
of Fujiyama et al. discloses a log file for recording all communication activity between a chent 
and a server including any communication problem and the causes to the problem (see col 4 line 
66 to col. 5 line 5), Therefore, it would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to include the cause of a failed connection to the negotiation's confirmation 
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record of Meriwether and Bolton because it would provide for monitoring and analyzing the log 
file in order to optimize future telnet sessions. 
Regarding claim 6 

Meriwether responsive to said response code, retrying said negotiating step (col. 8 lines 55-63, 
"Those skill in the art establishment messages illustrated"). 
Regarding claims 8, 9, 13 and 15 

Meriwether teaches operating a server in a network, comprising the steps of receiving a 
connection request from a client (col 3 lines 46-49, "EstabUshment of the communications . . . 
the communications channel"); inviting said client to negotiate environment parameters (col. 7 
lines 54-62, "a Telnet logon dialog ... binary transmission option negotiation"); responsive to 
client acceptance, negotiating said parameters (col. 7 line 65 to col. 8 line 4, "terminal type 
information received . . . and the server 232"); responsive to receiving a request for a 
confirmation record, providing to said client a confirmation record (col 7 Hnes 47-52, "The 
request may be communicated ... to the client 214"). Meriwether does not teach assigning a 
virtual device name to said cHent; and the confirmation record including, for a successful 
connection, said virtual device name and, for an unsuccessful connection, a return code 
indicative of the cause of failure of said connection. However, Bolton teaches a virtual name is 
generated by the server to the client during negotiation (col. 7 lines 50-56, "we generate the 
model string ... the device type as the key") for the purpose of eliminating the need of the server 
to maintain a table of different devices. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the virtual device name of Bolton with 
the system of Meriwether because it would provide for the purpose of eliminating the need of a 
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server to maintain a table of different devices. Furthermore, "Official Notice" is taken that both 
the concept and advantages of providing a log for successful connection, for an unsuccessful 
connection and the cause of the failure is well known and expected in the art. U.S. Patent No. 
6,052,728 of Fujiyama et al discloses a log file for recording all communication activity 
between a client and a server including any communication successful connections or problem 
and the causes to the problem (see col. 4 line 42 to col. 5 line 5). Therefore, it would have 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the cause of a 
failed connection to the negotiation's confirmation record of Meriwether and Bolton because it 
would provide for monitoring and analyzing the log file in order to optimize fixture telnet 
sessions. 

Regarding claim 10 

Meriwether teaches server being a Telnet server and said client a Telnet client (col. 4 lines 3-31, 
"a session may be . . . the second number of transfers"). 
Regarding claim 11 

Meriwether teaches connection oriented protocol being a Telnet protocol according to which new 
environment parameters including an express or implicit request for said confirmation record 
may be negotiated (col. 3 lines 46-66, ^'Establishment of the communications . . . the server and 
the host")- 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to examiner Thomas Pham; whose telephone number is (703) 305-7587 and fax number is 
(703) 746-8874, Monday-Thursday and every other Friday from 7:30AM- 5:00PM EST or contact 
Supervisor Mr. Anthony Knight at (703) 308-3179. 

Any response to this office action should be mailed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria VA 22313-1450. Responses may also be faxed to the official fax 
number (703) 872- 9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained fi-om the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appHcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more infonriation about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Thomas Pham 

Patent Examiner 



July 30, 2004 





